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hi I told the leaders of the Khudai Khidmatgars that
Civil Disobedience was the end of non-violence, by no
means its beginning. Yet I started in this country at the
wrong end in 1918. I was overwhelmed by necessity. The
country had not come to harm, only because I, claiming
to be an expert in non-violent technique, knew when and
how to retrace our steps. Suspension of Civil Disobe-
dience at Patna was part of the technique. I have just
as much faith in the constructive programme of 1920 as
I had then. I could not lead a campaign of Civil Disobe-
dience in terms of Purna Swaraj, without due fulfilment
of the programme. The right to Civil Disobedience ac-
crues only to those who know and practise the duty of
voluntary obedience to laws whether made by them or
others. Obedience should come not from fear of the con-
sequences of the breach but because it is the duty to obey
with all our heart and not merely mechanically. Without
the fulfilment of this preliminary condition, Civil Disobe-
dience is civil only in name and never of the strong but
of the weak. It is not charged with goodwill, i.e., non-
violence. The Khudai Khidmatgars had shown in un-
mistakable terms their bravery in suffering during the
Civil Disobedience days as did many thousands in the
other provinces. But it was not proof positive of goodwill
at heart. And it would be a deterioration in the Pathan
if he was non-violent only in appearance. For he must
not be guilty of weakness.
" The Khudai Khidmatgars listened to all I said with
rapt attention. Their faith in non-violence is not as yet
independent of Badshah Khan. It is derived from him.
But it is none the less living so long as they have unques-
tioning faith in their leader who enjoys undisputed king-
dom over their hearts. And Badshah Khan's faith is no
lip profession. His whole heart is in it. Let the doubt-
ers live with him, as I have all these precious five weeks,
and their doubt will be dissolved like mist before the
morning sun/'
" This is how the whole tour struck a very well-known
Pathan who met me during the last days of the tour: